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001h2 Micholitz to Sander




Surigav, 26th June 1882

Dear Mr. Sander,

I have just received your letter and since I only have a few minutes time, I am replying straight away.

For the last 4 weeks I have been in Surigao, or rather Mindanao, since I have been here (in Surigao) for a few days only; always in the mountains; I am utterly exhausted. The Phal. St. [stuartiana] are very rare, I have approximately 800, Boxall who arrived at the same time has about the same quantity. Burke, who left when I arrived, had some 1000 in flower, I haven’t seen a single one, they all looked similar to schilleriana, some looked exactly like schilleriana. The plants are very expensive, had to pay Phal. St. 5 – 6 dollars per hundred (?). I found some magnificent varieties of [Phalaenopsis] amabilis and one which, according to the description by Williams, must be Phal. mannii. The flowers are very scented, 2 inches in diameter, with brown spots and dots; in addition, I have collected some 2000 Dendrobiums and, on this steamer, I am despatching 7 boxes for Manila, from where they will be sent to you by Mr. Brown. I was unable to pack 1000 due to lack of time, I have been working day and night. One of the Dendrobiums, white flowered, flowers 6 – 9 on one inflorescence, each flower approximately 2 ½ inches in diameter, magnificent.

Burke had some 1000 of these, Boxall, who is travelling on board this ship to Manila, has some 1500, I shall despatch as soon as possible. Further I send you 2 kinds of Cirrhopetalum, one with yellow, pendant sepals and the other with straight petals, Flower with red-brown sepals, about 2 ½ inches long, grey/white shimmer like frost, and joined. Petals very short, and narrowing to small threads, similar to the feelers of butterflies. The other Dendrobium, 5 boxes, flowers extremely abundantly, the flowers are small, but there are 120 – 130 on one panicle and each inflorescence has between 5 – 12 panicles. Colour dark purple, the tip of the lip is yellow. Should I remain here for any length of time, I shall need more money. Everything is terribly expensive, and you can’t even find bread, only stone hard biscuits.

More next time.
Kind regards,
Micholitz

Dyer.Col is expected here in the autumn. I hear that he has ordered Phal. amab. from the river Butnan, where there are magnificent varieties; I have collected red ones. Have seen Burt. myself.
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